
                                                                                                                  
 

Report by ‘Asociacion Nacional para la Defensa de los Animales’ (ANDA) and Animals’ 
Angels about Visit to the Animal Market at Pola de Siero, Asturias, Spain, 17.05.2021  
 

I. General information about the market: 
 

Characterization and number of animals:  
At the market, cattle and horses destined for further fattening and slaughter are sold. On 
17.05.2021, 876 animals were registered at the market. 391 were adult cattle (elder than 9 
months), 383 calves between 2 and 9 months, 99 calves younger than 2 months and 3 horses. 
Out of the 391 adult cattle, there were 66 ‘cull dairy’ cows (Friesian and cross breeds). 
Working hours: 
Unloading from 6:00 to 8:00 am  
Market starts at 8:00 am (no transactions allowed before) 
Latest closure 19:00 pm  
Due to the pandemic, the access to the market was restricted to professionals of the sector and 
a strict entrance control was carried out.  
 

II. Condition of the animals: 
 
Equines:  
One mare had neglected hooves; they were overgrown, and one front hoof already started splitting 
(split of approx. 4 cm in the middle of the hoof tip).   
 
Cattle of regional breed(s):  
Calves and adult cattle of local breeds (raised for meat production) seemed in good general 
condition.  
One cow, Cristina ES020307791273, had a swelling in the fetlock area of the rear left leg and was 
relieving the leg constantly. According to the farmer, she got injured during loading and the official 
veterinary service at the market restricted her movement to the nearest slaughterhouse.  
 
‘Cull dairy’ cows: 
Approximately half (33) of the ‘cull dairy’ cows present at the market showed signs health 
impairments.  
Udder impairments: 

• Roxana (ES070307289386) had a thickly swollen udder; it was reddish. Possibly, the 
animal suffered from a mastitis.  

• Also, other cows had thickly swollen udders, some even loosing milk.  
Locomotion impairments  

• One animal was permanently (throughout the time of observation of more than 2 hours) 
standing in an abnormal position, with her rear legs separated and stretched backwards. 
Her back was arched.   

• Several cows had pressure ulcers/sores or swellings in their legs/joints.  
• Several cows clattered constantly from one leg to the other. 
• Several cows were standing with arched backs. 

 
 
 



                                                                                                                  
 

Body condition 
• At least six cows were thin or even very thin (BCS: 1-21)  

Other impairments:  
• The cow Aina (ES090306389809) lost her left eye and purulent, yellow fluid run out of 

the eye. 
• One cow had in an injury in her tail. The injury was infected, and the area was extremely 

dirty with incrusted excrement all over. 
• Alix (Blue Belgium cross breed) had a swelling in her face. She was thin and dirty.   
• Several cows had abrasions in their backs and hindquarters. 

Cleanliness:   
A large part of the cows was dirty and some even very dirty (according to https:// 
ahdb.org.uk/knowledge-library/cleanliness-scorecard)  

 
III. Market facilities 

 
Shelter 
The market takes place indoors. There are shutters that can be opened and closed depending on 
the temperature. The market area is fenced.  
Floor  
Improvements had been made to render the flooring less slippery (the cement floor was 
roughened for this purpose)  
Pens  
All animals were kept in pens. Some of the pens have been made higher so that the calves cannot 
jump over the gates2.  
Bedding 
Straw bedding was used in all pens (except some few exceptions). In some pens, the quantity of 
bedding was insufficient. There, the concrete floor was visible, and the quantity was insufficient 
to absorb the excrement. 
Watering devices 
Only a small number of pens (8% approx.) are fitted with automatic drinkers. In the other pens the 
animals have no access to water at all. There are water troughs in the loading bays, but the 
animals have no access to them. Additionally, they were dirty and seemed unused3.  
 
IV. Animal accommodation 

 
Adult cattle were often tied inside the pens, even too short, not permitting them to lie down 
comfortably. Two adult cattle were tied by ropes around their horns. Most of the animals had no 
access to water (see above).  
 

V. Handling 
 

Partly, rough handling, including hitting with wooden prods onto the animals’ heads or legs and 
poking into the belly area was observed.  
 

 
1 https://www.ketolution.com/de/bcs-body-condition-scoring 
2 Reforming further pens is planned.  
33 Actually, no one was observed who takes the animal there for drinking.  



                                                                                                                  
 

 
VI. Recommendations  

 
Concerning the market facilities  
According to Annex I Chapter III point 1.10. of Council Regulation EC 1/2005, at market animals 
must have access to water. Currently, the market does not comply with this requirement as only 
a few animals have access to was. As already noted in previous reports about the market, Anda 
and Animals’ Angels recommend the installation of automatic drinkers in all pens to ensure 
access to water ad libitum for all animals.  
 
‘Cull dairy’ cows 
Article 3 of Council Regulation EC 1/2005, states 'No person shall transport animals or cause 
animals to be transported in a way likely to cause injury or undue suffering to them.’ To comply with 
this requirement, Article 3 lit b) stipulates that ‘the animals are fit for the journey'. Annex I Chapter 
I point 1 further states ‘no animal shall be transported unless it is fit for the intended journey, and all 
animals shall be transported in conditions guaranteed not to cause them injury or unnecessary 
suffering.’  This means the fitness of an animal must be assessed with regard to the intended 
transport. It is therefore not only a question of whether the animal is fit at the start of the 
transport, i.e. at the moment of loading at the holding of origin. But also, of whether this 
condition can be expected to continue until the end of the unloading at the final destination. The 
transport must be avoided and prohibited by the competent authority if, at the time of its 
commencement, there is a serious and realistic possibility that the animal could be injured, it’s 
health condition could worsen (significantly) or that it could suffer unnecessarily during the 
transport process or at the market. As regards ‘unnecessary suffering’, economic profit motives 
or the argument of saving costs, time and labour are not sufficient to justify animal suffering. 
Markets and other holdings where equidae or domestic animals of bovine (…) species 
originating from different holdings are grouped together to form consignments are defined as 
assembly centres4. The operators of assembly centres have a guarantor obligation. Among 
others, they have to ensure that the animals at the centres are treated in accordance with the 
technical rules set out in Annex I Chapter I of Regulation EC 1/2005 and thus ensure that the 
animals accessing the centre are fit for transport, i.e. for the stay at the market and their further 
transport for the final destination5. 
Due to their poor general condition, in ‘dairy cull’ cows it is always likely that they suffer beyond 
the normal level at markets, that their health condition worsens or that they become injured. 
  
According to Art 3 lit a) of the Regulation ‘all necessary arrangements have been made in advance 
to minimise the length of the journey’. According to this principle of limitation of the transport 
time, the diversion via a market or other assembly centre cannot be authorised if it is clear from 
the outset that the animal is intended for immediate or timely slaughter and the diversion is only 
intended to increase financial gaining of the players.  
 
For the above-mentioned reasons, Anda and Animals’ Angels are of the opinion that the trade of 
‘cull dairy’ cows via markets is not in line the current relevant EU legislation. Strict standards 
should be set to prevent that unfit animals access the market and that animals suffer 
unnecessarily at market.  

 
4 Art 2 lit b of Council Regulation EC 1/2005 
5 Art 9 point 1 of Council Regulation EC 1/2005 



                                                                                                                  
 

 
Annex I:  
 
Photographic evidence:  

   
            Cow standing constantly in abnormal position            Alix with swelling in her face, the cow is thin and dirty
  

   
Roxana, likely to suffer from mastitis 

 
 

  
Aina severe injury in her eye      Cow with injury in her tail 

 



                                                                                                                  
 

 
Cows with swollen udders 

 

  
         Cattle tied without access to water   Dirty drinker located in the loading bays 


